December 4, 2011

Worship Services at Central
Dr. Rob Blackburn, Senior Minister

Sunday Worship Services
at 8:45 and 10:55 am
December 4: 2nd Sunday in Advent
Musical Advent Celebration
December 11: 3rd Sunday in Advent

December 18: 4th Sunday in Advent
New Member Sunday

Saturdays at Six Worship

6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
No service December 24 or 31

A nursery is provided
during all worship services.
Sunday School classes for
all ages at 9:45 am.

Sunday worship is broadcast
on 1310 WISE-AM at 9:00 am.

The Sunday worship service is live on
www.centralumc.org (you must have
high-speed internet and Real Player).
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The Jot & Tittle

The newsletter of Central United Methodist Church

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
(Matthew 5:18)

Everyone is invited to the annual

Christmas Brunch on Sunday, December 18

All the adults are invited to a Christmas Brunch in the Fellowship Hall.
from 7:45 to 10:45 am for a time of fellowship and good food. The children
will attend their regular Sunday School classes so this is a time for the adults
to enjoy. A delicious breakfast casserole, juice, and coffee will be provided
by Central. But that’s not all!

Everyone is encouraged to bring a loaf of your fa-
vorite bread to share. So when you are doing your
Christmas baking (or shopping) make an extra loaf to
bring to the Brunch.

You can bring your baked goods to the kitchen any
time before the brunch—just be sure to put a note with it Christmas
or tell the custodians it is for the Brunch. Brunch

Please welcome
two new members of the Central Staff

Welcome Leslie McCreary — Financial Accountant

We welcome Leslie McCreary to the Central staff as our Financial Ac-
countant. Leslie comes to Central with a background in non-profit accounting
serving most recently as Bookkeeper/Foundation Specialist
for the Buncombe County Schools Foundation.

Leslie’s role at Central will include maintenance of the
routine financial operations of the church. Some of her du-
ties include processing of checks, deposits, contributions,
and assisting our Auditor in the yearly financial audit.
Please join us in welcoming Leslie to Central! You can
reach her at 253-3316 ext 312 or Imccreary@centralumc.org.

Welcome Karen Elliott — Administrative Assistant

Please welcome Karen Elliott to the Central staff as our Administrative
Assistant. Karen comes to Central with extensive church office experience
including service as Office Manager/Administrative Assistant at Faith Com-
munity Church in Beckley, W.V.

Some of Karen’s duties at Central include oversight of membership, vol-
unteers, church calendars, and office administration.

Welcome Karen! You can reach Karen at kelliott@centralumc.org or call
her at 253-3316 ext 310.
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Central Happenings
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To Joe and Carolyn Farris on the birth of their daughter, Addison Mae Farris, on November 16.

Administrative Board meets Sunday, December 11
The Administrative Board will meet on Sunday, December 11, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The agenda will
include committee reports and approval of the 2012 Operating Budget.
At the conclusion of the Administrative Board meeting, there will be a Charge Conference called to review proposed
2012 lease agreements for Haywood Street campus tenants.

Community Lunch will be held on Monday, December 12
Everyone is invited to the Community Lunch that will be held on Monday, December 12, at the Haywood Street
campus. We’ll have turkey, dressing, rice, mixed vegetables, rolls, cranberry sauce, dessert, fruit, and beverages. Ron
and Karen Ballard will show slides of their recent trips.

Attention: Women in your 40s and 50s

A new Journey Group is forming for you!
Are you interested in meeting new friends! A January introductory meeting will be offered for women in this age
group! If you would like to attend, please call Carol Bailey at 252-7436 for more information. The meeting is in January
at Central, but you can call now to sign up. Join us for friendship and spiritual growth. Come give us a try!

Homebound Volunteers: Be sure to pick up poinsettias
Poinsettias will be available for pick up on Wednesday, December 7, in the office waiting area. Please come as
soon as possible after they are delivered so the plants will be fresh and beautiful when they are delivered. Don’t forget to
check your name off the list when you pick up your flower. If you have questions or if you cannot pick up your flow-
ers, please phone Ruth Hopkins at 628-6813.

Jot & Tittle deadlines Foods for ABCCM:
Spam, cooking oil, powdered milk,
canned fruit
self-rising flour and self-rising cornmeal

@EE ! [ABCCM can break down larger packages if you
i prefer to buy items in bulk]

December 7 is the deadline for the
December 18 issue

December 14 is the deadline for the
January 1 issue

FEE THEF. Bring food items to large box in
Please mail articles and information HUNGRY the Fellowship Hall
to Anne Frick at the church, leave no- to help feed the hungry in our area

tices in her mail box at the Reception
Desk, or email info to her at:
africk@centralumc.org. All material is
subject to editing. 2011 budget update

As of October 21, our Central congregation has given
$1,304,413 to support our ministries and the operating
budget. Thank you!
2 (This is up $132,456 from the same time last year.)




Central’s Snow Policy for Saturday, Sunday, and Weekdays |

*  Wonderful Wednesday: If the Asheville City Schools are closed—even if the weather clears up later in the I
day—there will be NO Wonderful Wednesday dinner or programs.

e Chancel Choir: The adult choir rehearsals will take place as scheduled—unless you are notified
otherwise.

* Wesley Singers: If the Asheville City Schools are closed—even if the weather clears up later
in the day—there will be no rehearsals for the Wesley Singers.

* Meetings: Meetings will take place as scheduled—unless you are notified otherwise.
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| Central’s Snow Policy for Sunday Services

I e 8:45 Sunday Worship, Sunday School, Nursery Care: Depending on the severity of the weather, the 8:45 am

I Sunday service along with Sunday School and Nursery Care may be cancelled.* In the event of a cancella-
tion, please tune into TV station WLOS News 13 and look for “Central UMC-Asheville” or you can go to the

I church website www.centralumc.org and closing information will be posted on the home page.
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* When the 8:45 am service is cancelled, all Sunday School classes will be cancelled along with nursery care
for both of these hours. On these Sundays, nursery care will be provided only for the 10:55 service.

* Youth: In the event that the 8:45 Worship Service is cancelled, there will be no Youth activities that day.

e 10:55 am Sunday Worship: There will always be a 10:55 am Sunday worship service regardless of the
weather.

* Please note the change in the cancellation policy is for the 8:45 Sunday service only.

Central’s Snow Policy for Saturdays at Six

Because this service is at night—when travel could be more treacherous—there are times when
gl the Saturdays at Six worship service may be cancelled due to bad weather.
If the weather could be a problem, please check the church’s website www.centralumc.org and

Your safety is always the most important thing,
so please do not come if it would be hazardous for you.

Clip this out and keep it handy in case of bad weather

Prison Ministry

Thank you, Central, for your support of Kairos

The Central Kairos team, Sherrill Barber, Carl Wilcox, and Linda and Stewart Humphrey would like to thank all of
you who, as Sunday School Classes and individuals, gave financially to the support of Marion Correctional Kairos No.
7. We had 42 participants and each of them invited Christ into their lives or recommitted their hearts to Him.

Cookies, O my, did they enjoy the cookies! All the participants told us to say a BIG THANK YOU to all their
friends at Central Church. Children, they loved your placemats. They took them to their cells to hang on the walls so
they could remember this special weekend.

Once again “thank you” Central family for visiting with us in the prisons and sharing Christ’s love through the
Word, cookies, place mats, and most of all for the prayers you offered during the weekend.

—Your Central Kairos Team 3



Congregational Care Concerns

Should you have pastoral care needs or know of someone in the hospital, please contact Rev. Julie Wilburn Peeler at
989-9659 or Maureen Carr, our Parish Nurse, at the church 253-3316.

Christmas Party on Thursday, December 15, at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Come one, come all to this celebration of life with the Central Cancer Care Team Christmas Party. Bring a dish to
share with the group, if you are able, and we will have a great time together. We hope to welcome in new
friends, celebrate with the old ones and celebrate the birth of Christ.
We have been given hope and the promise of life here and to come. Let us get together and look for-
ward to what is in store for 2012.

CCCT (Central Cancer Care Team)

Cancer Survivor visitors available to Central UMC
The Central Cancer Care Team offers visitors who are cancer survivors who can walk with you during your diagno-
sis and treatment. If you have recently been diagnosed with cancer or have been impacted by cancer in any way and feel
like you need a friend to share your struggles with or to visit with you in the hospital, home, or treatment center, we now
have a group of trained experienced folks who would love to connect with you.
Please call Julie Wilburn Peeler for more details at 989-9659.

The holidays can be a difficult time. If you are in a time of crisis, you don’t have to be alone.

Stephen Ministry is available to help
“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”” Galatians 6:2
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide the emotional and spiritual care we need when faced with a crisis or diffi-

culty. If you have experienced any of the following (other difficulties), please contact Rev. Julie Wilburn Peeler. A
Stephen Minister could be a blessing in your situation and provide a caring friend to be with you in your troubles.

Loss of loved one Unemployment or a job crisis Aging
Hospitalization Recovery after an accident or disaster Incarceration
Divorce or separation Birth, adoption, miscarriage, or infertility A chronic illness
Loneliness or discouragement A terminal illness Relocation

Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry—the identity of those receiving care and what takes place in
each caring relationship remain private.

We all experience challenges in life—times when we could benefit from the support of a caring Christian
friend. If you would like to be that caring friend for another, consider becoming a Stephen Minister.

Every person in our congregation plays an important role in this ministry. We ask that you pray for this minis-
try and for God to bring hope and healing to hurting people through Stephen Ministry. You are important to this
ministry when you accept care from a Stephen Minister during your time of need. God doesn’t expect you to bear
your burdens alone. You can tell a friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative who is hurting about our Stephen Minis-
try. If you are a really good listener and a compassionate person, prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minis-
ter.

If you are interested in any facet of Stephen Ministry, please contact Rev. Julie Wilburn Peeler at 253-
3316 ext. 304 or jwilburnpeeler@centralumc.org.




Wonderful Wednesdays

Everyone is invited to attend the Wonderful Wednesdays dinner and activities. Dinner begins at 5:00 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Adults are $7 each and children are $4. Please call 253-3316 to make dinner reservations.

The final Wonderful Wednesday for this fall will be December 7.
Then Wonderful Wednesdays will take a break until after the new year.

Join us December 7 for the conclusion of

A Thrill of Hope—The Christmas Story in Word and Art
Led by: Rev. Julie Wilburn-Peeler

This inspiring Advent study focuses on the birth narrative from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. This DVD study
will carry participants into each passage of scripture through beautiful illustrations painted by John August Swanson
along with commentary by members of the Candler School of Theology’s renowned faculty, including Michael Brown,
Luke Timothy Johnson, Steve Kraftchick, Tom Long, Carol Newsom, and former associate dean Gail O’Day.

This study will take you on an Advent journey beginning with The Annunciation to Mary, through The Nativity, The
Shepherds, Epiphany, The Presentation in the Temple, and ending with The Flight into Egypt

It’s time to order poinsettias for the Sanctuary
The poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 18. If you would like to or-

der a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please complete the form below and mail it to @%
the church or bring it to the Reception Desk. ZLC(D\ Q
Make checks payable to Central UMC marked “for Poinsettia.” The cost is $6.00 each (a six inch Wgﬁl
flower). The deadline to order is Sunday, December 11. oo a. |
Please take your poinsettia with you to enjoy at home after the service you attend on Christmas Y°”@,hm}
Eve. &
P e e e e e ——— 1

Poinsettia Order Form
1. Fill out this form and mail it to Your name and phone no.
Central, 27 Church Street,
Asheville, NC 28801. Or drop it
off with your check at the
Reception Desk. Additional

copies of the form are there, also.

Name(s) of the person(s):

In Memory of

2. Print, or write clearly, your name ! |, Honor of
whom the poinsettia is in mem-
ory of or in honor of.
8. Attach a check for the amount Number of Poinsettias Amount paid

($6.00 each) when you place
your order. Checks should be to

Central UMC for “Poinsettias.” Poinsettias are $6.00 each. Please pay at the time of ordering.

4. Sunday, December 11, is the Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 11.

deadline for orders.
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and the name of the person(s) for :
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Outreach

Christmas offering to go to international missions
Our Special Christmas offering will once again go to our international mission efforts. Over the last 10 years Central
United Methodist Church has supported Kory Wawanaca Children’s Home in Bolivia (the orphanage founded by Carrie
Blackburn); partnered with Dominican Crossroads in the Dominican Republic since 2009 where Haitian refugees are
helped (with food, clothing, education, medical care, and housing); and many other VVolunteers in Mission opportunities
provided through the Western North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Many of our members have represented our church in third world locations acting as Je-
sus’ (and our) hands and feet providing care to strangers and living out their faith in places of
desperate need.

This Christmas offering will allow us to continue to support these programs and assist with
the cost of sending short term missioners from our church to these places for the work that
needs to be done.

If you have interest in any of these programs or if you would like to go on a mission trip,

Christmas Oppering

speak with Jessica Tripp. She can connect you with members who have gone and whose lives
have been changed by their experiences.
Please generously support this special Christmas offering!

Dominican Republic Intergeneration Mission Team

Presentation on Sunday, December 11
Join us on Sunday, December 11, at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to hear stories and see a video from this sum-
mer’s Intergenerational Mission trip to the Dominican Republic.
Come share the joy of the team and consider your call to missions as we prepare for upcoming mission trips in 2012.

Winter gear and winter clothing

needed at Haywood Street

There is a clothing closet at our Haywood
Street campus that serves those in our community.
However, the coat and jacket racks are nearly
empty. The sock, underwear, and hat drawers are
bare. If you have fall or winter clothing that you
could donate, please bring it to the Haywood Street
campus on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons or
put them in the box in the Fellowship Hall.

Warm blankets, pillows, and sleeping bags are
needed to keep folks warm .
during these colder winter 5@% "
nights. These items can be ¢ " .
brought to Haywood Street or / ;
the Fellowship Hall also.
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Picture by Wallace Kirby, age 9,
Dominican Republic Mission Team 2010




Music Ministry

Musical Advent Celebration on Sunday, December 4
The Chancel Choir and orchestra will present a musical Advent Celebration both morning worship services (8:45
and 10:55 am) on December 18. Selections will include Bach Cantata 19 “Gloria in excelsis” along with ’m -
N7

other music by Haydn, J. F. Fasch, and G. F. Handel.
The choir will be accompanied by a guest orchestra, which will also perform instrumental selections. =

The orchestra will include Central’s Melissa Hope Brown Memorial Harpsichord, played by Corey Powell. } |

Children’s Ministry

Children’s Christmas Eve play rehearsal schedule
Sign-ups for the play have taken place and rehearsals are beginning. All children participating in the Children’s
Christmas Eve play will rehearse on the following Sundays and Wednesdays:

Sunday, December 4, from 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Sunday, December 11, from 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Wednesday, December 14, from 5:30 -6:30 pm
Sunday, December 18, from 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Wednesday, December 21, from 5:30 -6:30 pm

Dress Rehearsal, Friday, December 23, at 10:00 am

Kids-Day-Inn “A day in Bethlehem” on Saturday, December 10

A one day VBS style, Christmas event

Children ages three — 5" grade are invited to join us Saturday, December 10, from 9:00 — 2:00 to celebrate the joy of
Christmas at “A Day in Bethlehem”. The morning begins with music from the VBS band followed by Christmas-themed
workshops exploring the story of Jesus’ birth. Lunch will be served at noon followed by a Christmas movie.

We will collect an offering that morning and are asking children to bring $5 and a bag of Hershey Kisses. The
money will be used to purchase Christmas devotionals to send with the candy and other goodies that will be given to
those served by Central’s Prison Ministry.

Registration will end on Sunday, December 4. You can access a registration form on MZ'
line at centalumc.org or sign-up at the table near the church office. The cost of this event is &-f\-n—w—
$15 per child. Pre-registration is required. \
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Youth Ministry

UMYF—United Methodist Youth Fellowship for grades 7-12
Contact Stephen Brown, Youth Director, at 253-3316, 421-0340 or email Stephen@centralumc.org

December 11: Guest Speaker Rev. Julie Wilburn Peeler

You asked for her now here she is!! We are super excited to have Rev. Julie Wilburn-Peeler join us for youth tonight.
She will be here to share with you some of her experiences. | hope that everyone will come out to give her a good ole
fashion Youth Welcome!!

December 18: Christmas Party @x
Come join us for an evening of fun and festivities as we celebrate Christmas the way it was  \....

meant to be celebrated, with fun and Christmas themed Games. The party will start at 5:00 and 3,57 2l o
end a little later than normal at 7:30. Bring a Gag Gift, UNDER $5!! (The dollar store is your ST
friend.)

Sunday, December 25,
and Sunday, January 1: No Youth Happy Holidays to everyone!!!

Volunteers needed for Live Nativity Christmas Eve Service December 24

I need volunteers to join in the live Nativity Scene during the Christmas Eve service December 24. We are costume fit-
ting and practicing on December 18 at 4 o’clock. All participants must be there for practice. We will meet at the
church at 4:30 on Christmas Eve to get ready for the service at 5:30. | only have 11 spots so let me know if you want
to help out ASAP.

January 14 -16: Winter Retreat Our Annual Get away Weekend!!

*  Where: Camp Cedar CIiff in Black Mountain January 14-16

* What: Basically Camp Cedar Cliff has everything a person would ever want to do....
Archery, Floor Polo, Camp Field Games (such as Adventure Ball and Capture the Flag), Na-
- ture Trail, Soccer, BB-gun Range, Frisbee Golf, Basketball Courts, Challenge Course, Soft-
ball, Zip Line, Climbing Wall, Beach Volleyball, Ping Pong, and A Talent Show.

Not only will we have a weekend full of fun, but we will continue to experience God
with each other. Worship will be led by an All-Star Waynesville praise Band and we have a plethora of wonderful speak-
ers. | really hope that all of you would like to be a part of this it will be a great weekend. Deadline for registration is
January 8. If you have any questions please give me a call at the church or on my cell phone 828-421-0340.

Youth Basketball

It’s free and it starts this January. Games are played Thursdays and Saturdays at the First Baptist Church. The league is
for anyone not currently on a basketball team. More information will follow soon. | am searching for anyone who wants
to play, and a Parent or two who is willing to help coach the team. Please contact me for more information. 828-421-
0340 or stephen@centralumc.org.

2012 Summer Schedule
Scholarships are available for youth Sen'%mg}?nﬂﬁ.ﬁgi?__rljlaiyjfg_ezgél -30
activities. Just let Stephen know. Middle School Mission Trip to North Georgia:
July 29 — August 3




Parish Nurse / Older Adult Ministry

How are your blood pressure readings? Come Decmeber 11 and see
There will be a blood pressure screening on Sunday, December 11, from 9:30-10:45 am in the Senior Resource Cen-
ter which is located behind the Reception Desk.
Elevated blood pressure raises your heart disease risk plus can affect your eyes, and kidneys.

Save the date: Red Cross Blood Drive at
Central on Sunday, January 15

There will be no Lipid Screening in December.

Here are some tips for getting through the holidays
The hustle and bustle of the holidays are upon us and as much as we enjoy and celebrate the holidays, many persons
find them stressful. Here are some strategies that might be helpful so that we may truly enjoy and celebrate the holidays
rather than rejoice that they are over.

* Set Priorities and Limits. Focus on the activities that are special and important to you and your family.

* Avoid the Emotional Roller Coaster. Holidays can be hard on our emotions. Be willing to let go of old
traditions if they no longer work for you or your family and start new ones that do.

* Stay in Budget. Keep it simple. Choose thoughtful or useful gifts over expensive surprises. Be creative.

* Plan Ahead. Take charge of your holidays in advance by making lists of things to do and setting some time
each day for them.

* Take Care Of Yourself. Think about what the holidays are actually celebrating and try to stay true to that
spirit.

United Methodist Women

The Deborah Circle will meet on Sunday, December 4, at the Fireplace Restaurant for lunch.

The Eve Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:00 pm in the home of Tammie McDonald. Sharon LeDuc
will co-host. A traditional cookie swap will be held.

The Martha Circle will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 7:00 pm at the home of Ann Jennings. Bring an orna-
ment ($5 or less) to exchange and an appetizer or dessert to share. If you have any questions, please contact Alexandra
Holland (alexandra@wncnature.com or 280-1470) or Heather Cree (hrcree@hotmail.com or 684-7137).

The Lydia Circle includes young, professional Christian women who are sharing their faith journey through com-
munity service, devotion, mission outreach, prayer, and fellowship. We meet once a month for dinner and our meeting,
which will have varying content. There are no set meeting dates—we pick the next date at our meeting, so contact Diane
Robinson for meeting info if you are interested in becoming acquainted with the Lydia women. You can reach her via
email at dianetrobinson@gmail.com or by phone 989-8097.
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K Christmas Eve
/N Worship Services

3:00 pm Children and Families

The children will present a play at
this special service for children and
families. All children and adults are in-
vited to bring a baby care item to place
at the manger at the end of the service.

A Birthday Party for Jesus in the
Fellowship Hall follows the service.

5:00 pm Central Brass Concert

Come enjoy a concert of Christmas
music presented by the Central Brass
Ensemble. Plan to come early because
the seats fill up quickly!

5:30 pm Traditional Service of
Lessons and Carols

This service will feature readings
from the Scriptures on the Nativity—
followed by anthems from the Chancel
Choir and congregational carols. The
Youth will present a tableau of the
Christmas story.

Dr. Blackburn will give a medita-
tion and the service will conclude with
the lighting of candles and the singing
of “Silent Night.”

11:00 pm Candlelight Communion

The service takes place in the dark-
ened Sanctuary with candles providing
the light. It is a quiet, reflective time of
worship. The service ends as Christmas
Day begins.

Christmas Day

10:55 am Worship Service

There will only be one worship ser-
vice—the 10:55 service. There will be
no children’s or Youth Sunday School
classes.
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Are you receiving this Jot & Tittle in error? Please let us know.
Contact africk@centralumc.org

How to contact our Central Staff (phone 828-253-3316)

Dr. Rob Blackburn, Senior Pastor
[ext.311, send email to: kelliott@centralumc.org]
Dr. Tony Bell, Executive Pastor (Evangelism and Journey Groups)
[ext. 308, email: tbell@centralumc.org]
Rev. Julie Wilburn Peeler, Minister of Pastoral Care
[ext. 304, email: jwilburnpeeler@centralumc.org, 989-9659]
Jessica Tripp, Director of Christian Education (Missions)
[ext. 306, email: jtripp@centralumc.org]
Stephen Brown, Director of Youth Ministries
[ext. 305, email: stephen@centralumc.org]
Russell Nelson, Director of Music Ministries (Worship)
[ext. 302, email: rnelson@centralumc.orq]
Burt Anderson, Haywood Street Campus Coordinator
Corey Powell, Music Associate/Organist, Director of Handbells
[ext. 303, email: cpowell@centralumc.org]
Suzanne Brown, Director of Brass; Evangelism Assistant
[ext. 324, email: sbrown@centralumc.org]
Mark White, Praise and Worship Leader for Saturdays @ Six service
[email: pwl@centralumc.org]
Tammy Henry, Director, Weekday School
[ext. 318, email: thenry@centralumc.org]
Alan Gibson, Church Administrator
[ext. 313, email: agibson@centralumc.org]
Leslie McCreary, Financial Accountant
[ext. 312, email: Imccreary@centralumc.org]
Karen Elliott, Administrative Assistant
[ext. 310, email: kelliott@centralumc.org]
Maureen Carr, Parish Nurse
[ext. 320, email: mcarr@centralumc.org]
Kendra Simpson, Nursery Supervisor
Phyllis Youngberg, Web page
[email: phyllisyoungberg@gmail.com]
Anne Frick, Jot & Tittle and Bulletin
[ext. 314, email: africk@centralumc.org]
Hayes Brown, Building Care [email: smoothappeal@gmail.com]
Ed McGowan, Building Care

Haywood Street Congregation
Rev. Brian Combs, 246-4250 [email rev.briancombs@gmail.com]
Volunteer Coordinator, Shannon Spencer, 231-4169
[email: sspencer@uccasheville.org]




